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 VERNON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES 

October 16, 2018 
 

County Board Chairman Brault called the October 16, 2018 meeting of the Vernon County Board of Supervisors to order at 9:30 a.m. 

in the County Boardroom of the Courthouse Annex.  Invocation was given by Pastor Lori Kleppe of the De Soto Lutheran Church. 

 

Board members and others present gave the Pledge of Allegiance.  County Clerk affirmed there had been proper public notice of the 

meeting.   Motion by Muller, 2nd by Beitlich to excuse David Strudthoff, Mary Rae, Justin Running, Garrick Olerud, Mary Henry, and 

Cary Joholski from today’s meeting.  Carried all.   County Clerk, Ron Hoff called roll call with 23 Supervisors present. 

 

Motion by Evenstad, 2nd by Eggen to approve the minutes of the September 18, 2018 meeting.  Amelse has a correction, on page 5 – 

4th line, correct to 2019.  Evenstad has a correction on page 1 - line 7, correct to No cost share, also, page 2 - line 3, correct to 

assistance.   Motion by Eggen, 2nd by Leis to amend the minutes. Carried.  Motion by Bringe, 2nd by Goede to approve the minutes 

with amendments.  Carried   

 

Chairman Brault asked if there were any announcements, The PA system is being redone and is not working today.   

Would anyone like to represent Vernon County at the Wisconsin Counties Utility Tax Association in Madison on Monday December 

3, 2018 at 10:30 AM?  Contact Hoff for more details.  On your desk is an updated resolution – Rules of the Board, also Resolution, 

2018 Flood Needs came in yesterday.  Servais gave update on ITBEC and feels we need to stay members.  He also stated that the 

Dairy Coop Gala meeting is Thursday at the VFW in Viroqua.  Brault gave report on Wisconsin Counties Association Conference in 

La Crosse, many interesting seminars and great update on funding for rural broadband.  There was a seminar on budgeting, it was very 

educational.  Amelse also attended Budging seminar and feels we need to start budgeting processing earlier.  Larson stated nursing 

home seminar was very helpful.  Roger Call stated next year everyone should try and attend.  Easterday presented a letter from Amish 

community in regards to zoning issues.  

 

Chairman Brault moved to Special Order of Business.   

 

(Item #1)  Amanda Hoff, Vernon Manor Administrator – Expanding the Continuum of Care, update on memory care – Nursing homes 

and assisted living operate under different rules and regulations.  A Consulting Firm would be beneficial to determine our needs.  

Mitchell asked if we currently have a memory care option, yes at a lower level.  Call asked when we could receive a consulting 

opinion, we may need to do a Request for Proposal.  Amelse stated we need to do something to stop dollar loss at Vernon Manor.  Call 

asked if referendum would be an option, April of 2019 would be a good time frame. 

 

(Item #2)  Discussion on forming an Executive Committee - Brault asked if this would be of interest to Supervisors.  Without property 

tax levy increase, budgeting is more and more difficult.  Ofte supports this idea.   

 

Chairman Brault moved to next item on agenda: Petitions - None 

 

Chairman Brault moved to next item on agenda: Resolutions -  

 

Resolution # 2018 - 41 
Title: Authorizing the County to Co-apply with the City of Viroqua for an Economic Development Administration (EDA) Grant 

 

WHEREAS, the EDA has a 2018 EDA Disaster Supplemental grant program that the City of Viroqua and Vernon County are eligible 

to obtain; and 

WHEREAS, the EDA review committee has determined this proposal is responsive to the Notice of funding Opportunity per letter 

dated August 20, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Viroqua and Vernon County would be applying for a $2.64 million grant that would support the Industrial 

Park Expansion project; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Viroqua and Vernon County would be responsible for a $660,000 match that will be split equally with the 

$330,000 match from Vernon County being obtained through General Fund borrowing from a local financial institution; and 

WHEREAS, Diane McGinnis is the authorized entity administrator on Sams.Gov and County Board Chair Dennis Brault is the 

authorized signatory for Vernon County. 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Vernon County Board of Supervisors that Vernon County co-applies for the 2018 EDA 

Disaster Supplemental Grant with the City of Viroqua. 

Dated: October 16, 2018 

Submitted by, Kevin Larson, County Board Vice-Chair 
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Motion by Amelse, 2nd by Bringe.  Larson explained the resolution.  There’s a $3.3 million total value grant thru U. S. Economic 

Development Agency.  Three business are showing interest in building.  County retains the property and would receive funds of the 

sales of land, this would be in a 20 year TID district.  Low income housing on Nelson road.  Curt Muchow of Vierbicher Associates, 

Inc. explained local share of $660,000 split with City of Viroqua and Vernon County $330,000 each, by 2022 project $168,840.00 tax 

revenue.  County would receive 4 ½ % interest on loan until it is repaid by 2039.  Paul Larson citizen member of the committee stated 

this option to receive this grant is a very financially sound program and fully supports.  Vernon County will receive 4.5% on $330,000 

and will end with the County potentially receiving back $967,710.  Lavonne Felton of Sleepy Hollow has been involved in four TID 

projects and they have worked out great for all businesses.  Felton would plan a new Ford dealership on the County land if this Grant 

is finalized.  Amelse asked how many jobs at Sleepy Hollow, 109 currently.  Approximately 8 – 10 more employees would be added 

with a new dealership.  Property taxes on new business go back to pay on loan with TID.  Redington stated new employee would 

probably buy housing and could increase sales tax.  County Board would be doing the land sales as county retains ownership of the 

land.  Christina Dollhouse explained land availability, new business, housing and child care are the main needs to increase economic 

development in the County.  Brault amended to take $330,000 from General Fund, 2nd by Amelse.  Carried all.  Its 2/3 vote of entire 

membership, so 20 votes are needed.  Roll call vote 23.   Resolution adopted. 

Adopted by the Vernon County Board of Supervisors on the 16th day of October, 2018. 

 

Resolution # 2018 - 40 

Title: Revision of County Board Rules  
WHEREAS, the Vernon County Board of Supervisors has published and follows rules in its document titled Rules of the Board; and,  

WHEREAS, the Vernon County Legal Affairs Committee decided at its last regularly scheduled meeting on October 11, 2018 to 

make the following recommendation for revision to the Rules of the Board:  

        It is recommended that the following language be inserted into Chapter One:   
 “The Chair will, when appropriate and pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 323.11 and the Vernon  
County Emergency Operations Plan (adopted Nov. 3, 2017 and revised Feb. 1, 2018), Annex A, III.A, Proclaim a Local 

Disaster in times of emergency. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 323.14(4), the Chair may so Proclaim without a meeting of the 

Board of Supervisors, if the emergency is such that the Board is unable to meet promptly. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 

323.14(4)(b), if the Chair does so Proclaim prior to a meeting of the Board of Supervisors, at the next soonest available time 

to meet, the Board of Supervisors shall review the Proclamation and may ratify, alter, modify or repeal the same. Any 

subsequent action taken by the Board shall not affect the prior validity of the Proclamation”; and,  

WHEREAS, the Vernon County Board of Supervisors has determined that the recommended change to the Rules of the Board, 

regarding Proclamations of Local Disasters, should be made to clarify and confirm the authority, duty and powers of the Board Chair 

in times of emergency; and,  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors does hereby adopt the change to the Rules 

of the Board in the form as recommended by the Legal Affairs Committee.  
Dated October 11, 2018 

Submitted by Legal Affairs Committee, Mike Leis, Chair 
Motion by Eggen, 2nd by Taylor.  Leis stated it passed Legal Affairs 5 – 0.  Carried all. 

Adopted by Vernon County Board of Supervisors on October 16, 2018  
  

Resolution # 2018 -37 

Title: Vernon Manor RCAC Construction Drawings and Pre-Bidding Plan 

WHEREAS, Vernon Manor’s mission is to enhance the quality of life for our residents of Vernon County; and, 

WHEREAS, Vernon Manor’s vision is to be the most respected provider of quality healthcare services in the community.  Using our 

rural values of honesty, integrity, compassion and commitment we will create service excellence for another 100 years; and,    

WHEREAS, Vernon Manor’s dedicated staff is committed to providing the highest level of professional care to all residents; and,    

WHEREAS, stand-alone nursing homes are becoming financially unviable without complementary lines of service or increased tax 

levy funding; and,   

WHEREAS, Vernon Manor Board of Trustees and Vernon Manor management have been continuing to discuss the addition of a 

Residential Care Apartment Complex (RCAC) to Vernon Manor campus; and,    

WHEREAS, the RCAC would expand services available to Vernon County residents; and,   

WHEREAS, the RCAC would assist in meeting the needs of the aging population of Vernon County; and,    

WHEREAS, today’s aging population is looking to age in place and having a RCAC connected to our nursing home would allow 

residents to do so; and,  

WHEREAS, the RCAC would allow staff to easily move from one building to the next; and,  

WHEREAS, residents would have the choice of continuum of care; and,    

WHEREAS, the demand for RCAC units was a major concern of some Vernon County Board Members when previously discussed, 
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Creamer Creek’s rapid occupancy reinforces the 2016 Market Study estimation for unit demand; and,   

WHEREAS, the 2016 Market Study from Wipfli is still valid and the need for more RCAC units in Vernon County exists; and,   

WHEREAS, a construction process timetable for construction to begin in the spring of 2019 with completion /occupancy for spring of 

2020 has been reviewed; and,   

WHEREAS, Hoffman Planning, Design and Construction, Inc. has previously been selected as our Architecture Firm.   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Vernon Manor is directed to obtain Construction drawings and pre-bidding plans for 

construction of a 32 unit Residential Care Apartment Complex (RCAC); and,   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Vernon Manor will work with the Vernon County Finance Committee to Finance these plans for 

the RCAC building project.   

Fiscal Impact: Estimated $250,000 to $300,000   

Recommended for consideration by the full County Board   

Dated September 16, 2018   

Respectfully Submitted by: Eric J. Evenstad, Vernon County Board Supervisor, District #12 & Vice-Chair - Vernon Manor Board of 

Trustees. 

Motion by Eggen, 2nd by Evenstad.  Evenstad stated more time is needed to study project.  Motion by Evenstad to postpone 

indefinitely, 2nd by Bringe.  The timing and information on the project is very important.  Carried all. 

 

 

Resolution # 2018 - 42 

Title:  Authorization to Construct a New Highway Facility 

WHEREAS, Vernon County has determined the need for a new highway facility; and,  

WHEREAS, Vernon County has completed the design phase of the new highway facility; and, 

WHEREAS, the Vernon County Highway Committee has approved the construction of a new highway facility. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors approves the building of a new highway 

facility; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors authorizes the Finance Committee to pay for the 

highway facility through multiple funding sources, such as the new building fund/Ho-Chunk infrastructure fund and local lending 

institution. 

Fiscal Impact: Estimated cost $7 million to $7.2 million 

Dated October 11, 2018 

Submitted by Highway Committee, JoAnn Nickelatti Chair 

Motion by Mitchell, 2nd by Nickelatti.  Phil Hewitt explained about $366,000 spent so far on Highway repair from flood.  Will meet 

threshold for FEMA assistance which could leave Highway with about $75,000 in flood expense.  Ofte asked about old shop.  

Highway could still use for extra storage, in the future the DOT may have plans for the old location and could potentially rent to City.  

Servais asked if Emergency Management could move in there.  Yes, that is an option. Eggen asked about funding, County could 

borrow 4 million and could use Ho Chunk Funds.  Approximately $27.00 to $32.00 per $100,000.00 valuation for $500,000.00 loan 

payment per year for a 10 year plan.  Yttri stated Finance Committee would plan financing.  Bringe would like to see financing plan.  

Redington also concerned about Dam repairs cost.  Beitlich stated repairs will take some time to get.  Motion by Nickelatti, 2nd by 

Easterday to post pone till next Board meeting.   

Yttri stated we must plan all projects ahead.  Goede concerned about road repairs and upkeep but supports building project.  Amelse 

feels all projects could add up to 20 million and we need to consider all before this vote.  

Motion to postpone till next month.  Carried all.   

 

Amelse wants to see taxes needed for both Highway and Nursing home.  Call asked if Executive Committee could work with Finance 

committee.  Possibly.  Goede stated there will be some revenue from new highway shop. 

 

Resolution # 2018 – 44 

Title: Critical Needs following the August/September flooding in Vernon County 

WHEREAS, Vernon County received substantial damages from the storm and resulting flooding in the fall of 2018; and 

WHEREAS, about 600 residential homes and 90 businesses reported damages; and  

WHEREAS, staff from the Emergency Operations Center made calls to about 175 of those that reported residential damage to see 

what critical needs where still unmet including needs for a furnace, water heater or electrical panel under water; and 

WHEREAS, of those reached there is a need for 23 furnaces, 15 water heaters and 12 electrical panels.  In addition there were some 

other critical needs identified including damage to foundation walls, LP tanks damaged or lost, furnace duct work and well pressure 

tanks replaced or cleaned; and 

WHEREAS, based on the needs of 1/3 of the residents contacted it is estimated that $200,000 is needed to meet these critical needs; 

and 

WHEREAS, the funds will be made available to residents as a two-year no interest no payment loan; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the County will use General Revenue funds that will be reimbursed with 2019 Ho-

Chunk funds when if available; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors approves these funds to assist critical needs in Vernon 

County. 

Diane McGinnis & Brandon Larson explained needs of Flood victims.  About 600 home and 90 business damaged.  175 phone calls 

were made to citizens with flood damage, Eggen asked if a home is unlivable, would be looked at on a case by case basis.  Motion by 

Beitlich for the 2019 Ho Chunk Funds be amended to if available not when, 2nd by Ofte.  Carried. 

Clark stated if a person gets a furnace from this resolution it would not be reimbursed from FEMA, Goede asked about funds from all 

fundraisers in area, they should be tracked.  Beitlich feels we should see actual bills and then allocate money.  Roll call vote, all 23 

yes. 

 

Resolution # 2018 - 43  

Title:  Adopting Vernon County Forest Annual Work Plan For 2019 

WHEREAS, the Vernon County Forest Program encourages the planned development and management of the county forest for 

optimum production of forest products, together with recreational opportunities, giving full recognition to the concept of sustainable 

forest management to assure maximum public benefits, to protect the public rights, interests and investments on such lands; and to 

compensate the counties for the public uses, benefits and privileges these lands provide; all in a manner which will provide a 

reasonable revenue to the towns in which such lands lie, and 

WHEREAS, an annual work plan has been prepared for 2019 by the Vernon County Forest Administrator, with assistance from the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and  

WHEREAS, said annual work  plan provides the basis for a permanent program of the county forest, balancing local needs with 

broader state, national, and global concerns through integration of sound forestry, wildlife, fisheries, endangered resources, water 

quality, soil and recreational practices. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors does hereby adopt the Vernon County 

Annual Work Plan for 2019 as its guide to future sustainable forest management practices on the Vernon County Forests during 2019. 

Dated October 5, 2018 

Submitted by Land and Water Conservation Committee, Will Beitlich, Chair 

Motion by Eggen, 2nd by Ofte.   

Nicholas Gilman County Forester explained five properties, 116 acres will be up for timber sales by 2020.  This resolution is for 

maintenance of programs and is renewed yearly. 

Will apply for all available grants.  Carried all voice. 

Adopted by the Vernon County Board of Supervisors on the 16th day of October, 2018. 

 

Chairman Brault moved to next item on agenda: Ordinances, There were none. 

        

Memorials 

Remonstrances 

Reports of standing committees, 

Unfinished Business  

 

The next County Board meeting will be on November 13, 2018 at 9:30 am in the County Board Room at the Courthouse Annex.  With 

the meeting concluded, a motion was made by Eggen, 2nd by Bringe to adjourn.   Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 11:36 p.m. 

Carried all. 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

State of Wisconsin ( 

                                (   

County of Vernon   (                             Office of the Vernon County Clerk 

 

I, Ronald C. Hoff, County Clerk of Vernon County, Wisconsin DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the statements above are a correct 

report of all actions and decisions of the Vernon County Board of Supervisors at the meeting of October 16, 2018, as indicated in 

transcription taken personally by me. 

(Seal) 

/s/ Ron Hoff                                                                                                                                      

Vernon County Clerk         

 


